
NORTHAMPTON G&S GROUP – IOLANTHE 

Please prepare the following speeches for your character 

You may be asked to read only ONE of them You are NOT expected to be off-book 

Edited for audition purposes only. DO NOT LEARN! 

 

THE LORD CHANCELLOR 

 

A 
By all means.  Phyllis, who is a Ward of Court, has so powerfully affected your Lordships, 

that you have appealed to me in a body to give her to whichever one of you she may think 

proper to select, and a noble Lord has just gone to her cottage to request her immediate 

attendance.  It would be idle to deny that I, myself, have the misfortune to be singularly 

attracted by this young person.  My regard for her is rapidly undermining my constitution.  

Three months ago I was a stout man.  I need say no more.  If I could reconcile it with my 

duty, I should unhesitatingly award her to myself, for I can conscientiously say that I know no 

man who is so well fitted to render her exceptionally happy.  (PEERS: Hear, hear!)  But such 

an award would be open to misconstruction, and therefore, at whatever personal 

inconvenience, I waive my claim. 

 

B 
Victory!  Victory!  Success has crowned my efforts, and I may consider myself engaged to 

Phyllis!  At first I wouldn’t hear of it – it was out of the question.  But I took heart.  I pointed 

out to myself that I was no stranger to myself; that, in point of fact, I had been personally 

acquainted with myself for some years.  This had its effect.  I admitted that I had watched my 

professional advancement with considerable interest, and I handsomely added that I yielded 

to no one in admiration for my private and professional virtues.  This was a great point 

gained.  I then endeavoured to work upon my feelings.  Conceive my joy when I distinctly 

perceived a tear glistening in my own eye!  Eventually, after a severe struggle with myself, I 

reluctantly – most reluctantly – consented. 

 

 


